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HARBOR BOTTOMS UP

Costly dredging pro;ects
move-ahead

By Matt Ke o . glam
The Patnot"Lyedger Mass:?ixu:sg;m bmh:h:orh p:xo&ct o
Dredgu(:ig keeps a coastal area’s sailing and '
he crane towering 120 feet over a barge in the fishing industries afloat. Without it, silt piles
Trmddle of Hingham Harbor reaches on the harbor floor and boats run. ai:’roung. Thal?m

underwater, 8coops up a bucket of muck and  the problem creg; to South Shore
dumps it into another barge. - communities fmg%guu:gcy to Marshfield.
Ithasbeengomgthmughthmroutmelzhouma James Casey, chairman of the Scituate - .
» 8ix days a week, four months last winter and Waterwm Committee, was blunt about his

four x:;):t.bs axt.};na w::hter When it uﬁnmhﬁeﬁ " town's need for an $845,000

sometime next month, encugh mud to filla - “It's at a critical hase,”he Reclea

football ﬁeldszfeetlugh have been collected boatsa:e:ltting mghe mud.” aid.” toual

and depomedoﬁtheeoastofMarblehead,ls Intheeash-atmppedlatalQSOaandeadym ,

miles away. . , bharbor dredging took & backseat to education and
This is harbor dredging. Not the most puhhcaafetyAtthaaamehme stoteandfgderal

officials engaged in a lo debatoabout to
dispose of the botto mmnlfck. hpw

Now,wwnsupanddowntheooastare .
'smmbhngtoensuretheuhaﬂ)orsmdeep :
enoughformannetraﬁc.Theyfaoeamammoth
btn'eaucracy,amazeof mgulations, andcoststha
can soar into the millions. ..

“There were tremendous hurdles we had'bo
overcome,” recalled Duzxbury Harbormaster
DonaldBeers.“Wehadto;%ildzgntthewheel.”f' R
sﬂtfromltsharborinlm,apmjectalmosttmoe R

Please see DREDGE Page 9 A cnno oooopo em trom tho bouom of Hlngham l-lubor
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o A8 million cubic yirds from :
Baslon Harber. STL.5 millivn, Onguing

SET: 108.000 culiic yards !
from Cohassel Hathor. S2 million.

Harbor S846.000). Stated
10 begin in a Tew woeoeks,

HIHGHALY 145,000 cubic

yards from Hingham

Harbor. ST.1 millign.
WEYLIQUTH: 145.000 Completion: next month.
culiic yards lrom ack il ? -
River $355,000, : -
Cempletion: next nionth. @

BUXBURY: 270,000 culic
¥ yards from Duxbury Harbor, o
S2 million. Completed: 1996, ‘4%
:‘/,;.h's.‘. g g

PLYMOUTH: Ho public projects.

Brewer's Marina pians to dredge

41,000 cubic yards next fall, Cosl
g cstimale: $500.000.
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[ ] DREDGE ' .changed,” Pratt said. “For each of

. these issues, this hasn't been a dolay
e o b, "D
.. m the
rvlﬂ:ha:gork ﬁ'omseg:tr:m - . Corps of Engineers — the two chief
ish, and helped the town secure . .-~ 8gencies for

projecta — -
ecessary permits tovm must also work with the Na-

. }\l.’:fin,. and fed.eml .tional Marine Fisherics, the Water-

Ittookhimlsym *«:‘: * ways Division and the state’s Coeetel

_ “I came to the job in 1980.and "} - hg;ml‘MN;t ggime:r Cossta,

the wheels turning,” Beers %o s
id. ‘Iamtmmendomlyeomforb-. ne men mpoyeeese.
le e:ttingonthieeide ofthe :&n:tﬂten@ for its dredging applica-
w; 84ying I'm dredged.” .. “Ifwehedtodotbieonourown.it

Although not all projects move at.:  wouldn't happen in our lifetime,”
the slow pace Duxbury endured, it -, ‘said Casey, the Scituate waterways _
 has been routine fortownstostfuggle chairman. “It’s wildly col liented.” :
m“““ﬂi‘f‘“‘&?m“mﬁ  drnatiealy shonies apeli e
years before { ehorter applicatio:
ecoTOE ! »‘*’i"» - ‘riods in the future, poeeibly as bﬁp:f
e ppblem \has been a long bettle 5.\, 68 nine months. Ending the debate
between state and federal officialp - about toxins removes a major road-
about, whether: South Shore silt- ‘"4* block for towns, because inost of the

posed a threat:fo the énvironment:i ?h South Shore silt; w:llbe considered |
Ae thg.two sides’ dickered about N‘ : s clean.

disposa] of possibly toxia i ol “lfthemataﬂeliecleen.itce&go

projects b %) almost anywhers,” Cavana

accumulated.’ ¥ "L, ”?We re it thepoinaivhere we've dealt :
 “Thestate i dealing ' iwith the probles.”* 15 i
dmpoeel issues,” said Eugen.e Cevan&,:-j "The state and towns now faee tbe
augh, director ofthe state Waterways 7 daunting task 6f actually’
Divislon. “We're dealin w:t.ha *34%x:, .»the South Shore’s harbots. The pro-
Lcatch-up problem now.? ‘- are huge'in eeopeend enor-
" In the 1980s, the Environmental mously expensive. T
_-Pmtect_ion Agency and the Army~ Peter Lemonias, clmlnnan of the-
Corps of Engineers issued strict regu. Hinghaml'larboreommim,uidhe
lations on dumping silt in the oper would like smaller, cheaper, more
‘ocean. The presence of toxins like """, frequenit projects, but the threat of
mercuxy or arsenic meant-the silt * " ‘grounded boats forced the sweeping,
wouldneecttobedumpedin,lendﬁlle gro nnllion ob under way now.
prbqﬂedeteea. o es everyone gag,” he

k ButNewEnghndhaenamlly smd.“lfweeandomom

.lngher levels of mercury. endarsemce. smaller maintenance p :ﬁ]ects, that.
.than the reetoftheeountry. Cevan-;é‘ *willbeeaeiertoeellto

augh said: So the state a for ¥ ; involved.”

‘changing federal stan Towns are epexed the brunt of a
s “'I'hatwaswhenalotofteeting dredging’eeost. Hingham, for exam-
“requirements were in theif infancy, , < ple,;pays only $276,000 for its dred-’
‘Cavanaugh 3aid. “There were no set . .’ ++-ing; the state picks up the rest. 'I'he .
{parameters for a lot of the xpateriale m ,staté and federal governments are . 89

they were talking about.” paying 95 percent of Cohasset’s

Beers agreed. “We came. in when , project. And most of what towns do

% ‘sstimated he has about
one-sixth money he needs to help

dieposal was g real issue., . . We were'. . pay. comes. from boatins fees, npt, .. with all the state's dredging work:' In.'

first on the chop ingblock.We hud .. pro rty taxes. ‘
tb cut-the way,” ge said, s ])pe redging is exPemive because of hes about $1 million to  dis

**Although much clearer now, the " the South Shore's difficult coastline .~ dredging. That  money is sobbled
régulations can etill tie town OWS " and the region’s finicky weather. " &oj’“‘ mad °

ifvknota. Cohasset sparred with five" " Marine eontrectors need all sorts of g
different agenties before winning f ., ¢ostly equipxitent — the crane in’ - " The Wate: D!vlsion, i ,Z
‘permission and money to dredge”. ;. 'H rbor.costs $500,000, for ceive an’ $11° n boost oer:
108,000 cubic¢ yards of silt from its -*" example — andworkundenyery,.,_‘, .nexnwomcavamugh
friner hiirbor next Octobet. Conpese‘,it epemﬁc weather guidelines. ' + ‘That should let; his:

fssed two acts specifically fo, /%117 “ 44 lot of these ‘harbors and chan.’. gam of work.® .
gﬂootli the way for th town. % ﬁ‘ * nelg are made for pleasure boats, It.’e_," :h “One: :: gt'tﬂnbackb
"“Evetything waits for everythgqg ‘ot easy for barges and large equip: . a reasonabl amiount;'we

elde,” said Peter. Pratt, a former $," * 'pient,” said Eric Kirby, aprojéct - *
ilectitian Who led the charge’ for 1'“ . mdnager for Jay Cashman Co., which

Cohasset’s $2 millio: ect-"“Cos  is drédging Hinghqm. " eatheb im. -
mtﬂ; g“tﬁoei":ifm' l:m Ths foderel 2o mt only s
ua o ent 0 s
P Cohdbet bt sasote harbor ;’zdm E‘:L‘:::‘ Ock.1'and
waters three times for toxitis tha Ma.rch 1,to protect migratory fish*
ultimately proved harmlesd. 'I‘he ,exje' “and recreational boaters; If a north-
zfamwdafayedthsdredgmgﬁm; ,eesterkwkeuptheeeesinthet

list year to this year.' <" * =" gy ,peoplewexgirbym

ST neewmilallee dlia weloo fad'daatlfun’s o mis'vwe

any given year, he said, his

!’.:f&." the $1,million ptolech..hﬂ



